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And I pleaded to God at that time, ‘God, you have be-
gun to shown Your servant Your greatness, and Your
strong hand .. .” (Devarim 3:23-24)

IT IS POINTED out that the gematria of the word,
“vaeschanan,” which means “I pleaded,” is 515. This is to
allude to the fact that Moshe Rabbeinu prayed to God 515
times to change the decree against him and allow him to
enter Eretz Yisroel. That's a LOT of times to pray for some-
thing,

Why not 516 times? Because God stopped Moshe,
telling him, “If you ask ONE MORE TIME, I will have to ful-
fill your request!”

WOW. Really? Moshe Rabbeinu would have actually
been able to annul such a Divine decree through prayer?
Remarkable. Perhaps more remarkable however is that he
didn't carry through and cancel the decree! Why did he
stop short?
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The Midrash explains that God showed Moshe
Rabbeinu what the future would have looked like had he
lived and crossed the Jordan river into his beloved Eretz
Yisroel. He may not have become the leader again, but he
would have been Moshiach nonetheless, and built the
Temple that Shlomo HaMelech eventually built, making
the question even stronger.

“But,” God told Moshe, “if YOU build the Temple as
Moshiach, 1t can never be destroyed. When the Jewish
people sin and become worthy of destruction, which they
still can do, what will I take in their place if the Temple 1s
indestructible?” So, Moshe did not ask that one final time,
to guarantee the future of the nation he loved so dearly.

This 1s why he tells them in this weeks parsha:

However, God was angry with me because of you . . .
(Devarim 3:26)

“Because of US?” the Jewish people could have asked
him. “YOU were the one who hit the rock instead of talk-
ing to 1t! It's YOUR fault you cannot enter Eretz Yisroel!”

Moshe would have answered them, “That used to be
the case. But I could have prayed to enter one more time,
and would have been granted my request. The only rea-
son [ didn't was because entering the Land would have led
to your destruction. So I repeat, because of YOU I cannot
enter the Land!”

There 1s another dimension to this discussion which I
only recently learned about from a friend. He shared with
me his Dvar Torah he is planning to give over at his son's
Bar Mitzvah celebration. It is such a beautiful idea that I
decided to include it here.
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The Ibn Ezra asks a seemingly simple question: Why
couldn't Moshe Rabbeinu take “no” for an answer that he
prayed no less than 515 times to enter the Land? The Ibn
Ezra’s answer: Moshe Rabbeinu was making a point to the
nation, regardless of whether or not God would listen to
him. He was showing them how incredibly valuable Eretz
Yisroel was to him, and SHOULD BE to them.

After all, it was the Spies who ruined everything by
rejecting Eretz Yisroel. It was Reuven, Gad, and half of
Menashe who chose the east side of the Jordan over the
west side of the Jordan. If the Jewish people did not prop-
erly value Eretz Yisroel then they would abuse it, and
eventually lose 1t, as they did.

You will arise and show Tzion mercy, for the time to
favor her, for the appointed time has come. For your
servants have CHERISHED HER STONES and FA-
VORED HER DUST. (Tehillim 102: 14-15)

Redemption, at least a MERCIFUL one, Dovid HaM-
elech wrote, depends upon the Jewish people’s love of, and
longing for Eretz Yisroel. When one Gadol was asked, my
friend told me, after finally making aliyah what he missed
most from his life in the Diaspora, he answered, “longing
to live in Eretz Yisroel.”

Isn't this what Tisha B'Av is all about? It was the Spies’
lack of longing for Eretz Yisroel that led to Tisha B'Av, as
the Talmud states (Ta'anis 29a). Obviously 1t 1s the longing
for Eretz Yisroel that rectifies their sin and triggers re-
demption.

Thus it is perfect that Shabbos Nachamu, the Shab-
bos of consolation after Tisha B'Av, begins with Moshe
Rabbeinu’s GREAT longing for Eretz Yisroel. It's as if it tells
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us, “You want to be consoled from all the destruction of
the past, and avold any future disasters? Long for life In
Eretz Yisroel! Cherish her stones! Favor her dust!”

The rabbis of the Talmud did. The last few pages of the
Talmud Kesuvos 1s filled with discussions about the im-
portance and centrality of Eretz Yisroel. Important rabbis
did menial things just to help others enjoy Eretz Yisroel.
This was even during the times they lacked control over
the Land and often had to fight for religious survival.

Is 1t any comncidence then that, as history winds down,
Eretz Yisroel has become such a central issue? Don't be
blinded by shortsightedness. Don't become weighed down
by the politics. An inheritance is only an inheritance if
there 1s someone to receive it. Moshe Rabbeinu’s longing
for Eretz Yisroel is ours, but only if we are willing to inherit
1t.

Sha’ar HaGilgulim: However, know that the person
himself 1s the spiritual [element] within the body The
body 1s only “clothing” for the person and is not the person
himself, as it says, “Do not anoint on the flesh of
man” (Shemos 30:32), and as it 1s mentioned in the Zohar,
Parashas Bereishis, page 20b.

Commentary: THIS MAY SEEM obvious, but in reality
1t 1s not. In truth, we live as if we are primarily physical
beings capable of spiritual acts, and deal with other peo-
ple the same way When we interact with one another we
do so as bodies, not as souls, our ESSENTIAL selves.

This 1s why the Torah, when discussing the prohibition
of using the Temple anointing oil for a personal purpose,
does not simply say, “Do not anoint a man.” Instead, it
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specifically mentions “on the flesh of a man,” distinguish-
ing between the physical aspect of a person—the flesh—
and their essential self, referred to here as the “man.”

When a person realizes that they are essentially a spir-
1tual being, they can choose a spiritual path in life. A soul
implies God, and God means Objective Truth, making
Torah morality an imperative and the only true path to
human perfection.

If a person rejects the idea of a soul, or even just forgets
that 1t 1s their essence, they tend towards material priori-
ties. Eventually it can even lead to hedonism, as happened
to Noach's generation. This eventually resulted in their be-
ing washed away by the Great Flood.

This has been the central struggle of man throughout
his existence, ever since leaving the Garden of Eden. All
that has gone wrong in history has been the result of soci-
eties for whom satiation of their physical bodies was the
main objective. It has driven them to do the most unGod-
ly of acts, all in the name of bodily conquest.

Human nobility, on the other hand, has always been
the result of people for whom spiritual growth was their
main priority. They too have had the same bodily desires,
but they were made secondary to their “need” to live spiri-
tually refined.
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